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The following checklists will help you plan your wedding. These are just 
guidelines which you should adjust to fit your timeline. Print for your 
notebook and read over the entire thing at least once or twice as you are 
getting started. 

Twelve to Six Months before the Wedding 
 

□ Get organized. Buy a Wedding Planning Binder to keep yourself 
organized and create a Pinterest account for digital organization. 

 
□ Purchase engagement and wedding rings; arrange for engraving. 

Find local jewelers here:  
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/jewelers/ 
 
□ Get engagement and wedding rings insured. 

 
□ Select a wedding date and time.  

(Note this may not be possible until you select your venue.) 
 
□ Announce your engagement and wedding date. 
 
□ Determine your wedding theme or style. 

 
Download The Flawless Wedding e-book for tips: 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/dlebook/flawless-wedding/ 

 
Get Inspiration from our Real Atlanta Weddings 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/real-weddings/ 
 
Check out our Boards on Pinterest for more ideas 

 
http://pinterest.com/atlantabridal 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search/ref=as_li_qf_sp_sr_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=aps&keywords=wedding%20planners%20and%20organizers&linkCode=as2&tag=atlantabridalcom
http://pinterest.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/jewelers/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/dlebook/flawless-wedding/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/real-weddings/
http://pinterest.com/atlantabridal
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□ Discuss and create a preliminary budget with all involved. If your 
parents are paying for any aspect then they need to be involved in 
this discussion. This is preliminary. Your venue selection, catering and 
guest list can greatly affect your budget. Some budget tips can be 
found here: 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/blog/category/3/Budget 

□ Determine the size of the guest list.  You need to know 
approximately how many guests you will be having to find an 
appropriate venue. 
 

□ Start compiling names and addresses of guests.  This can help you 
know if your guest list size is realistic.  Get names from all parties 
involved – bride, groom, bride’s parents, + groom’s parents. 
 

□ Start researching any cultural traditions or ethnic customs that you 
may want to include in your wedding. 
 

□ Thinking forward to your honeymoon, will you be using frequent 
flyer miles?  If yes, then you may need to book your flight far in 
advance so be thinking about your honeymoon and where you 
want to go! 
 

□ Start researching wedding venues and wedding vendors. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com 
 
□ Reserve your ceremony location if separate from reception location 

Here are some links to help you: 
 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/ceremony-sites/ 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/churches/ 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/chapels/ 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/blog/category/3/Budget
http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/ceremony-sites/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/churches/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/chapels/
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□ Reserve your reception location. Use our Expanded Venue Guide 

here to find the perfect location for your party: 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/wedding-venues/ 
 

□ Consider Wedding Insurance.  Some venues require it and others 
do not but you may want to consider it.  It isn’t expensive and it can 
cover many issues that may arise… 

 
□ Determine who will officiate the ceremony. Here are some Atlanta 

wedding ministers and officiants I like: 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/ministers-officiants/ 
 

□ Interview party planners and/or wedding consultants if you choose 
to use a professional planner. I recommend you use a planner, will 
save you time, money and a lot of headaches! 
 
http://www.atlantabridalweddings.com/atlanta-wedding/planners-consultants/ 

 
□ If you plan to have your reception outdoors, make alternate plans 

for bad weather. Perhaps you need a tent? 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/tent-rentals/ 
 

□ Choose Wedding Party 

o Maid of Honor  
o Bridesmaids 
o Best Man 
o Groomsmen 
o Ushers (if additional are needed) 
o Flower Girl 
o Ring Bearer 

 
□ Obtain bridal attendants measurements and sizes. 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/wedding-venues/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/ministers-officiants/
http://www.atlantabridalweddings.com/atlanta-wedding/planners-consultants/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/tent-rentals/
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□ Obtain groomsmen's measurements and shoe sizes. 
 
□ Create your wedding web site: 

 
http://atlantabridal.weddingwindow.com 

 

□ Select a caterer and determine price per head and menu. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/caterers/ 
 

□ Start looking at wedding gowns and bridesmaids dresses because 
they must be ordered at least 6 months before the wedding. 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-stores/ 

 
□ Finalize your budget.  Consider last minute details and extras such 

as tipping when finalizing your budget.  Most brides go over budget 
by 15%. 

 
□ Take an engagement photo. 
 
□ Select a wedding photographer. Be careful and don’t let budget 

dictate. The photos are the only memories of the wedding for many 
couples and so they need to be good. Trust me on this. I skimped 
on my photographer and I really don’t like my wedding photos.   

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/photographers/ 
 

□ Select a videographer.  A video is the only way to see your own 
wedding as your guests experienced it.  And wedding videos today 
are like your own personal movie – I love them! 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/video/ 

 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://atlantabridal.weddingwindow.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/caterers/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-stores/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/photographers/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/video/
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□ Select a florist. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/flowers/ 
 

□ Select your reception entertainment – either a band or DJ.  iPod 
weddings are tricky and may leave you with no music.  Leave it to 
the pros! 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bands/ 
 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/disc-jockeys/ 

 
□ Select soloists, organists, musicians for ceremony. 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/ceremony-musicians/ 
 

□ Select your dress and order if necessary. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-stores/ 
 
□ Select your headpiece, shoes and other accessories. 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/wedding-veils-tiaras/ 

 
□ Select bridesmaids' dresses and order if necessary. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridesmaid-dresses/ 
 
□ Select and order invitations, matches, napkins, thank-you notes and 

programs. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/invitations/ 
 

□ Start planning honeymoon. 
 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/honeymoon-travel/ 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/flowers/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bands/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/disc-jockeys/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/ceremony-musicians/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-stores/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/wedding-veils-tiaras/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridesmaid-dresses/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/invitations/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/honeymoon-travel/
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□ If leaving the country, work on getting a passport or find your birth 
certificate in case you are going to a country that doesn’t require a 
passport. 

 
□ Start addressing invitations and announcements when they arrive. 
 
□ Pre-address thank-you note envelopes while addressing invitations 

and announcements. (This saves a great deal of time later.) 
 

□ Prepare maps and directions to include with your invitations. 
 
□ Check with the post office for the amount of postage needed to 

mail the invitations when all the pieces are included in the envelope. 
 
□ Register with bridal registries. 
 
□ Reserve the rehearsal dinner location. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/rehearsal-dinners/ 
 

□ Select a baker for the cake. 
 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/cake-bakers/ 

 

Your Own Notes Here for 6 to 12 Months before the Wedding  

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/rehearsal-dinners/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/cake-bakers/
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6-4 Months before the Wedding 
 

□ Check with your local newspaper for the form and timing of your 
wedding announcement submission. 

 
□ Have mothers select their dresses. 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/mothers-dresses/ 

 
□ Select the men's formal wear. 

 
http://www.atlantabridalweddings.com/atlanta-wedding/tuxedos/ 

 
□ Choose songs that you would like for the band or DJ to play. 

 
□ Keep gift checklist up to date and write thank-you notes daily. 
□ Arrange accommodations for attendants who do not live in town. 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/guest-accommodations/ 

 

□ Reserve a block of rooms for out-of-town guests. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/guest-accommodations/ 

 
□ Hire limousines and/or other transportation. 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/transportation/ 
 
□ Make appointments for physicals and update your immunization 

shots and records – important if you are leaving the country. 
 
□ Shop for wedding rings if you haven’t already done so. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/jewelers/ 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/mothers-dresses/
http://www.atlantabridalweddings.com/atlanta-wedding/tuxedos/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/guest-accommodations/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/guest-accommodations/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/transportation/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/jewelers/
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□ Start planning the honeymoon. 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/honeymoon-travel/ 
 

□ Begin shopping for trousseau. 
 
□ Begin addressing invitations and announcements. (They should be 

sent 4-6 weeks before the wedding.) 
 

Your Own Notes Here for 4 to 6 Months Before the Wedding 

  

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/honeymoon-travel/
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Two Months before the Wedding 
□ Finish addressing invitations and send them out. 
 
□ Finalize all details with the caterer, photographer, florist, reception 

coordinator, musicians, etc. 
□ Begin writing your vows if you are doing it yourself. 
 
□ Finalize the ceremony details with the officiant. 
□ Finalize rehearsal and rehearsal dinner arrangements. 
 
□ Plan the bridesmaids' luncheon. 

 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-luncheon/ 
 

□ Make appointments with your hairdresser and mark-up artist. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/hair-stylists/ 
 
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/makeup-artists/ 

 
 
□ Finalize wedding day timeline. 
 
□ Finalize honeymoon plans. 

 

Your Own Notes Here for 2 Months before the Wedding   

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-luncheon/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/hair-stylists/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/makeup-artists/
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One Month Before 
 

□ Have a final fitting of the wedding dress and bridesmaids' dresses. 
 
□ Have a formal bridal portrait done. 
 
□ Complete all physical and dental appointments. 
 
□ Get marriage license. 
 

http://www.atlantabridalweddings.com/georgia-marriage-license/ 
 
□ Purchase gifts for all of the attendants and participants. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-party-gifts/ 
 
□ Purchase gift for your fiancé 
 
□ Keep careful records of the gifts you receive and write thank-you 

notes as you receive them. 
 
□ Decide who will be doing readings. 
 
□ Select a responsible person to handle the guest book. 
 
□ Make sure that all of the men's attire has been ordered. 
 
□ Pick up wedding rings and make sure they fit. 
 
□ Reconfirm the accommodations for out-of-town guests. 
 
□ Prepare wedding announcements to be sent to the newspaper. 
 
□ Do you have something old, something new, something borrowed, 

something blue? 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
http://www.atlantabridalweddings.com/georgia-marriage-license/
http://www.atlantabridal.com/atlanta-wedding/bridal-party-gifts/


Ultimate Wedding Checklist 

©IBS Design, LLC Publisher of AtlantaBridal http://www.atlantabridal.com                                                    
11 

 

 
□ Where are you staying the night before the wedding? Make 

arrangements for both of you. 
 
□ Where are you and your new spouse staying the night of the 

wedding? Make arrangements! 
 

Your Own Notes Here for 1 Month before the Wedding 
  

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
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Two Weeks Before 
 

□ Contact guests who have not responded. 
 
□ Give the final count to the caterer and review the details. 
 
□ Arrange to have wedding gifts moved to your new home. 
 
□ Turn in a change of address card to the post office if necessary. 
 
□ Finish addressing announcements to be mailed on the wedding day. 
 
□ The groom should have his hair cut. 
 
□ The bride should have her hair colored if necessary. 
 
□ Make arrangements for pets while you are on your honeymoon. 
 
□ Give the photographer a list of pictures you would like. Note that 

some photographers do not like such a list.  However, if you have 
certain photos you NEED taken then you need to communicate this 
to the photographer and it is ok to do so. If it were me, I would have 
this list in the contract but that’s just me. 

 
□ Give the videographer a list of shots you would like included in the 

video. 
 
□ Give all musicians the lists of music for the ceremony and 

reception. 
 

  

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
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One Week Before 
 

□ Go over any final details with all wedding professionals you have 
hired. 

 
□ Finalize the seating arrangements.  There is no need to do this 

before this week.  Some brides obsess over it but you can’t do it 
until you know who is coming. The only thing you can do before is 
decide where the bride and grooms, attendants and family will sit. 

 
□ Continue to write thank-you notes. 
 
□ Pack your suitcases for the honeymoon. 
 
□ Make sure you have the marriage license. 
 
□ Make sure that you have the wedding rings and they fit. 
 
□ Make sure that all wedding attire is picked up and it fits. 
 
□ Reconfirm all honeymoon reservations. 
 
□ Make sure that you have your plane tickets. 

 

  

http://www.atlantabridal.com/
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The Day Before 
 

□ Deliver guest welcome baskets or bags to hotels or other 
accommodations. 

 
□ Have the bridesmaids’ luncheon if you are not having it the day of 

the wedding and you haven't already had it. 
 
□ The bride should have her nails done. 
 
□ Have rehearsal with all participants, reviewing their duties at least 

twice. 
 
□ Go over special seating or pew cards with the ushers. 
 
□ Give any instructions about the wedding day such as what time 

everyone should be at the church for pictures, what type of 
transportation is provided, where the reception is, etc. 

 

The Wedding Day 
 
□ Have the bridesmaids' luncheon if you have not already had it. 
 
□ The bride should have her hair and makeup done. 
 
□ Make sure that each of you have the rings. 
 
□ Make sure that you have the marriage license and present it to the 

officiant. 
 
□ Place the officiant's fee in an envelope and give it to the best man 

so he may present it after the ceremony. 
 

http://www.atlantabridal.com/

